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the midday dinner, so again another plan had to be formed.
Nor could any delay be allowed, since on that evening the
troops of Niccolo da Tolentino and Giustini would be at
the gates of the city. It was therefore hastily decided that
the murder should take place at the service in the cathedral,
where it was known that there would be a great crowd,
which would facilitate the escape of the murderers. Monte-
secco, however, declined to take part in this plan, as he
"refused to add sacrilege to murder"; so in his place were
substituted the two priests who were among the conspirators,
Antonio Maffei and Stefano da Bagnone, who had no such
scruples. Meanwhile in the Medici Palace every preparation
was made for the banquet. The rare silver, majolica, and
precious vases were brought out, and the cortile which Dona-
tello's medallions and statuary adorned was arranged for
the entertainment of so distinguished a company.

It shows somewhat of the general estimation in which
the Medici were held in Florence that though for several
days danger of this kind, either by poison or dagger, had
been all around Lorenzo and Giuliano, both they, their fam-
ily, and their numerous retainers should have been so en-
tirely without the smallest suspicion of any danger. And it
was this entire absence of suspicion on the part of the two
brothers which caused the plot to come so very near to suc-
ceeding.

Towards midday on the Sunday morning (26th April)
Lorenzo left the Medici Palace, walking with his guest, the
young cardinal, Rafaello Riario, to the cathedral. After a
short interval Giuliano followed, accompanied by Francesco
de7 Pazzi and Bernardo Bandini. As they walked Francesco
de' Pazzi in pretended affection put his arm round Giuliano's
waist to ascertain whether he wore a coat of mail under
his clothes; which he found he did not. Giuliano on that day
was entirely unarmed, not even wearing a sword, having
hurt his leg in an accident.

The.moment which the conspirators had fixed upon to carry